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Isaiah 62:1-5; Psalm 96: 1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10; First Corinthians 12: 4 – 11; John 2: 1 – 12 

 
 Today’s readings speak of God’s love for all of creation and desire for a society founded 
on justice. In Psalm 96 all creation rejoices in the splendor and beauty of the universe. We are 
called to care for creation and work for the common good of our neighbors. The diverse gifts of 
the Spirit (I Corinthians 12: 4 -11) are available to each of us to use according to our own talents 
in whatever situations we find ourselves. In our day the Spirit is leading us towards building a 
world of peace with justice and the integrity of creation. 
 As a missionary I have been privileged to meet many people in Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, 
South America and the United States. The varieties of cultures and individual gifts I have 
encountered have enriched my life and are a powerful witness to the beauty, majesty and diversity 
of creation and, especially, the goodness in all people. I have met many women and men who, 
often at great sacrifice to themselves and their families, choose to work to improve the lives of 
their neighbors and local communities.  
 In Baguio City, Philippines, young men and women worked on the staff or as volunteers in 
our adult education program to encourage indigenous people in the area to participate in literacy 
and community organization programs. The learning exchange between the adult and youth 
learners demonstrated a variety of gifts, and the fact that formal education is not the only form of 
education. While the adults were illiterate, they were extremely intelligent and competent people.  
 Nena, one of the literacy learners, was one of the most intelligent people I have met. She 
was recognized as the leader in her community who used her gifts to encourage others to attend 
literacy classes and community organization meetings. People like Nena all over the world 
motivate family, neighbors and friends to take often difficult steps to improve the quality of their 
lives. On the other hand, the challenge and opportunity offered to the youth in this program has 
influenced their life choices and the way they look at people who may be different from them.  
 In Honduras, Elias, an agriculturalist, was committed to protecting the national 
environment. His knowledge and expertise about the soils, plants and animals in the various 
ecosystems was essential to improving both the ecosystems and the lives of people who are poor. 
Elias could not walk in a field without getting down on his knees, picking up a handful of soil and 
explaining whether it was good or not. He was always happy to assist local communities and 
teach them how to protect their soils and water while increasing their harvests.  
 One of the overarching principles in sharing the gifts of the Spirit is commitment to 
community and the common good. In the Gospel (John 2: 1-12) the familiar story of the wedding 
feast at Cana is a community story. Jesus and his disciples were invited to this wedding. He was 
among friends and family. His mother was close enough to the bridegroom that she wanted to 
prevent him from being embarrassed on his wedding day. Mary did not ask Jesus to work a 
miracle. It seems Jesus was not thinking of beginning his ministry right there and then. But he 
responds to the movement of the Spirit prodded by his mother’s concern and works his first 
miracle in a community context. The Spirit continues to blow where it will today in our Church 
and Society. It is our challenge to respond to today’s needs and use our gifts and talents to work 
for peace with justice and the integrity of creation. 
 
The Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns’ “Faith-Economy-Ecology” project educates on the 
ways in which faith, ecology and the global economy intersect. Visit our website to access this and 
other resources and reflections that will help individuals and communities learn more about the 
connections between care of the Earth and all its life forms, the global economy and our faith. 
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